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Gentlemen, 

In  presenting  the  Annual  Report  of  the  year  ending 
December  31st,  1912,  with  regard  to  the  Borough  of  Basingstoke, 
the  same  order  is  followed  as  in  the  previous  report.  There  must, 
of  a necessity,  be  a repetition  in  many  instances,  so  for  e.xample  in 
the  description  of  the  physical  features  of  the  district,  or  of  the 
occupation  of  the  inhabitants,  water  supply,  etc.,  as  the  conditions 
remain  unchanged  since  my  last  report. 


With  the  exception  of  an  epidemic  of  scarlet  fever,  dealt 
with  later  on,  the  health  of  the  town  has  been  well  maintained,  and 
the  death  rate  is  the  lowest  on  record  for  many  years,  in  spite  of 
the  rapidly  increasing  population. 


Physical  Features  of  the  District. 

Basingstoke  is  situate  300ft.  above  sea  level  and  occupies 
two  slopes  facing  North  and  South  and  the  intervening  valley  of  the 
river  Loddon.  It  has  a subsoil  of  chalk,  with  clay  in  some  places. 
The  climate  is  bracing.  The  surrounding  country  is  under  cultiva- 
tion and  is  well  wooded. 


Occupation  of  Inhabitants. 

The  chief  occupations  of  the  inhabitants  are  mercantile, 
artisan  and  labouring  ; of  the  two  latter  classes  the  population  is 
rapidly  increasing.  There  is  no  particular  occupation  detrimental 
to  health. 

Housing  Accommodation. 

Investigations  ai'e  still  being  carried  out  in  connection  with 
the  Housing  and  Town  Planning  Act,  1909,  and  92  houses  were 
inspected,  necessitating  the  following  alterations  and  improvements. 

Rooms  coloured  24. 

Rooms  papered  97. 

Ceilings  whitened  140. 

Staircases  papered  20. 

Roofs  stripped  12. 

New  guttering  to  Roofs  8. 

Roofs  repaired  14. 

Dry  area  1. 

Walls  plastered  and  repaired  19. 

Floors  repaired  13. 

Doors  repaired  6. 


I stated  in  my  former  report  that  the  Housing  accommo- 
dation as  regards  artisan  dwellings  was  insufficient  and  this  condition 
still  obtains.  In  spite  of  the  erection  of  32  houses  this  year,  and  25 
in  course  of  erection,  one  hundred  more  would  scarcely  meet  the 
increasing  demand.  It  has  been  necessary,  in  consequence  of  the 
deai-th  of  houses,  to  overlook  a certain  amount  of  overcrowding, 
which  is,  under  the  pr'esent  circumstances,  unavoidable. 

Water  Supply. 

The  Water  Supply  is  still  obtained  from  a Well  sunk  at  a 
site  at  West  Ham.  and  is  amply  sufficient  for  alt  requirements. 
The  water  is  analysed  twice  yearly  and  reported  on  satisfactorily. 

Milli  Sicpply. 

The  Dairies,  Milk  Shops  and  Cowsheds  were  regularly 
inspected  as  in  the  preceeding  year.  There  is  nothing  to  add  to  my 
observations  of  last  year.  Although  the  examination  of  the  Milk 
Supply  for  Tuberculosis,  carried  out  three  years  ago,  was  so 
eminently  satisfactory,  it  would  be  advisable  to  have  another 
examination  made  during  the  year. 

Food  Inspections,  Slaughter  Hotises,  Bakehouses. 

Bakehouses  are  well  kept  and  limewashed  regularly. 

Slaughter  houses  were  inspected  regularly  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspector,  on  occasions  by  myself.  As  stated  in  my  former  reports 
some  of  the  buildings  are  sti’ucturally  bad  and  their  position 
undesirable.  It  is  quite  impossible  for  some  of  them,  owing  to 
faulty  construction  of  the  buildings  and  sheds,  to  be  kept  as  one 
would  wish,  though  I am  sure  the  owners  try  to  do  so,  and  in  wet 
weather  this  state  of  affairs  is  more  pronounced.  It  is  of  course, 
then,  that  one  is  impressed  by  the  desirability  of  having  a public 
slaughter  house,  where  suitable  buildings,  erected  for  the  specific 
purpose  of  slaughtering,  would  lend  themselves  more  to  cleanliness, 
and  constant  supervision  would  maintain  it.  Unfortunately  an 
abattoir  is  out  of  the  question  until  holders  of  registered  houses  will 
voluntarily  cede  their  light  of  slaughtering  on  their  premises,  or 
until  an  act  is  passed  compelling  them  to  utilize  the  abattoir. 
There  are  at  present  six  registered  slaughter  houses  whose  owners 
would  probably  be  unwilling  to  sacrifice  the  convenience  of  killing 
on  their  premises.  This  difficulty  could  not  arise  in  Scotland  as 
there  is  an  enactment  compelling  all  butchers,  whether  on  registered 
premises  or  not,  to  utilize  the  public  slaughter  house  where  provided. 
But  in  this,  as  in  many  other  sanitary  matters,  the  Scotchman  is 
rather  more  logical  than  his  cousin  across  the  border. 

However,  in  the  absence  of  a public  abattoir,  much  can  be 
done  to  minimize  the  nuisance  arising  from  that  calling,  which  is  in 
tself  a very  healthy  trade,  so  for  instance,  if  hides,  entrails,  or  other 
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parts  of  the  carcase  are  left  lying  about,  especially  in  hot  weather, 
for  (lays  before  being  got  rid  of,  a nuisance  is  hound  to  arise  from 
the  decomposing  material  ; then  again,  if  jiigs  are  stunned  before 
being  being  stuck  one  would  bear  perhaps  less  of  their  ])enetrating 
and  blood  curdling  scjneals. 

Drainaye,  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal. 

Sewerage  is  carried  by  pipes  to  the  Pumping  Station  which 
pumps  it  on  to  the  Sewage  Farm.  The  sewei'age  and  drainage  is 
sufficient  in  all  parts  of  the  Borough,  and  is  in  good  working  order. 
Excremental  disposal  is  by  closet  to  which  water  is  laid  on  and 
is  satisfactory. 

There  are  still  some  localities  in  the  Borough  where  the 
drainage  system  is  too  far  away  to  be  connected  up  at  present,  as 
in  Goat  Lane,  Cranborne  Lane,  and  the  Wharf  where  privy  middens 
are  in  use,  likewise  at  Southlea  (pail  closets),  Kingsclere  Road 
(pail  closets),  and  Sherborne  Road  (cesspools),  and  some  pai'ts  of 
Worting  Towns  End. 


Beficse  Disposal. 

Refuse  disposal  is  being  satisfactorily  dealt  with  by  the 
new  Destructor  which  consumes  effectively  the  greater  part  of 
refuse  collected.  About  2000  tons  of  refuse  is  disposed  of  per 
annum,  at  a cost  for  labour  of  about  1/2  per  ton.  The  heat  genera- 
tor is  utilized  for  steaming  the  sewage  pumping  engines  at  a great 
saving  of  coal  and  economy.  Added  to  which  the  collection  of  large 
heaps  of  refuse  in  the  town  yard  is  being  now  avoided,  which, 
besides  giving  rise  to  an  intolerable  smell  in  warm  weather,  was  also 
the  breeding  ground  for  myriads  of  flies,  and  assisted  largely  in  the 
increase  in  the  town  of  the  plague  of  these  winged  carriers  of 
infection. 


Removal  and  Disposal  of  House  Refuse. 

Removal  of  house  refuse  is  by  public  scavenger,  who 
collects  twice  a week.  Zinc  sanitary  dust  bins  are  not  in  universal 
use,  any  old  receptacle  being  utilized  instead,  so  that  the  footwalks, 
especially  on  a windy  day,  become  littered  with  paper,  potato  peel 
and  other  refuse  from  the  uncovered  boxes.  This  condition  of 
affairs,  as  in  the  past,  has  led  to  numei'ous  complaints  by  ladies  who 
have  to  pass  them.  I have  already  brought  the  matter  before  your 
Health  Committee,  but  no  steps  have  been  taken  to  prevent  what, 
no  doubt  is  a nuisance,  besides  which  it  is  very  untidy  and 
unsightly.  I can  now  state  that  your  Council  have  decided  to  take 
steps  to  entirely  do  away  with  this  objectionable  practice  by  having 
the  refuse  collected  from  the  rear  of  the  houses  instead  of  the  boxes 
having  to  be  placed  in  the  street  as  at  present. 
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Schools. 

No  school  was  closed  during  the  year,  although  on  two 
occasions  the  desirability  of  closing  St.  John’s  Infant  Department 
owing  to  scarlet  fever,  was  considered.  . The  usual  number  of 
chicken  pox,  measles,  and  whooping  cough  cases  occurred,  but 
none  in  epidemic  form. 

The  schools  are  well  ventilated,  clean  and  are  kept  in  good 
sanitary  condition.  The  closets  and  urinals  vary  in  the  amount  of 
care  and  cleanliness,  but  on  the  whole  they  are  kept  clean  and 
well  flushed  with  water. 

On  the  instruction  of  your  Health  Committee  I wrote  to 
the  authorities  of  the  different  schools  recommending,  that  instead 
of  the  usual  insanitary  practice  of  dry  sweeping  the  class  rooms, 
sawdust,  saturated  with  a solution  of  “Cofectant,  ” be  first 
sprinkled  on  the  floors  before  sweeping.  By  this  method,  which 
w^as  speedily  adopted  by  the  school  officers,  the  dust  which  usually 
rose  in  clouds  to  re-settle  on  the  benches,  desks,  pictures,  etc.,  was 
done  away  with. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

As  you  are  aware  I have  had,  unfortunately,  to  report 
numerous  cases  of  scarlet  fever  during  the  year. 

Six  adults  and  sixty-six  children  were  efi’ected,  the  latter, 
practically  without  exception,  attending  the  Board  Schools.  The 
epidemic  was  of  a mild  type  and  caused  but  one  death,  but  the 
very  mildness  of  the  attack  is  often  a source  of  danger  to  others,  as 
in  many  instances  the  cases  were  undiagnosed,  and  parents  allowed 
their  affected  children  to  mix  freely  with  others  and  so  spread 
the  infection. 

In  spite  of  all  investigations  and  enquiries,  necessitating  in 
some  instances  long  journeys  to  outlying  milk  vendors,  made  on  the 
outbreak  of  the  first  cases  with  the  object  of  ascertaining  the  source 
of  infection,  I much  regret  that  I was  unable  to  definitely  trace  the 
starting  point  of  the  epidemic,  which  in  scarlet  fever  it  is  generally 
acknowledged  to  be  difficult,  in  some  epidemics  impossible,  owing  to 
the  many  channels  through  which  infection  can  take  place.  The 
history  of  the  epidemic  is  as  follows  : — 

The  first  cases,  three  in  number,  were  notified  dui'ing  the 
last  W'eek  in  January,  and  occurred  in  different  parts  of  the  town. 
One  case  w'as  imported  from  Milford  in  a child  w ho  had  come  from 
an  infected  household,  and  one  case  on  March  30th.  Then  there 
was  a lull  until  June  10th,  ten  weeks  after,  when  others  follow’ed  in 
rapid  succession,  8 cases  occurring  in  June,  5 in  July,  5 in  August, 
25  in  September,  19  in  October,  4 in  November,  and  2 in  December, 
or  72  cases  in  all. 
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As  all  the  first  cases  lived  in  the  North  side  of  tlie  town, 
the  milk  supply  of  tliat  neighbourhood  was  closely  investigated 
without  any  positive  result.  Then  again,  as  the  great  majority  of 
cases  were  out  of  tlie  Infants’  Department  of  St.  John’s  School,  I 
made  repeated  visits  (every  day  for  a fortnight),  in  order  to  detect  if 
possible  a carrier  case,  and  to  isolate  any  susjiected  children,  and 
had  the  Infant  Department  disinfected  on  two  occasions.  The 
result  was  promising,  as  the  number  of  cases  a})preciably  diminished. 
Removal  of  infected  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  was  carried  out  in  the 
great  majority  of  cases  until  there  were  no  more  available  beds,  and 
isolation  being  practicable,  they  were  nursed  at  home.  I am  not  able 
to  state  that  removal  to  the  hospital  had  the  slightest  effect  in 
preventing  the  spread  of  the  epidemic,  nor  could  I trace  in  a single 
instance  any  fresh  infection  by  those  who  were  not  removed,  to 
other  inmates  of  the  household,  whilst  on  the  other  hand  I was 
impressed  by  the  undoubted  infectivity  of  many  of  those  who 
returned  to  their  homes  from  the  Isolation  Hospital,  apparently  well. 

In  support  of  this  statement  I quote  the  following  facts 
which  came  under  my  observation  : — 

A boy  M.,  discharged  from  hospital,  plays  with  a boy  D.B. 
in  the  same  road,  w'ho  contracts  scarlet  fever  a week  after. 

J.B.  discharged  from  hospital,  and  within  a few  days  of 
her  return  her  sister  O developes  it. 

W.B.  an-ives  home,  and  a short  time  after  his  brother 
C.B.  contracts  it,  also  another  boy  living  in  the  same  house,  who 
dies. 


In  the  case  of  J.B.  my  notes  state  he  has  been  playing 
with  J.W.,  w'ho  returned  from  hospital  three  weeks  ago. 

A boy  L.,  playmate  of  another  boy  B.,  who  had  shortly 
returned  home,  developes  scarlet  fever. 

My  attention  was  called  by  a teacher  of  one  of  the  schools 
to  the  fact,  that  since  the  return  of  a certain  child,  five  others  in  the 
same  class  had  fallen  ill  of  the  disease  ; the  child  was  sent  home 
until  the  nasal  discharge  had  stopped,  and  no  further  cases  occurred. 

These  cases  came  under  my  notice  during  the  investigation 
into  so-called  carrier  cases,  as  I had  long  been  suspicious  that  the 
epidemic  was  greatly  kept  up  by  them,  and  at  my  request,  the 
Matron  of  the  Hospital,  kindly  notified  to  me  on  special  postcards 
the  name,  date  of  departure,  address,  and  notes  of  the  case  of  all 
patients  leaving,  in  order  to  visit  them  and  keep  them  under 
observation. 

I do  not  for  one  moment  regret  the  considerable  amount  of 
time  and  labour  spent  in  paying  these  visits,  because  I am  impressed 
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by  the  im})ortant  fact  that  the  powers  of  infection  of  a scarlet  fever 
patient,  hy  no  means  cease  with  the  disappearance  of  the  rash  and 
peeling,  which  in  my  mind  are  of  slight,  if  any,  importance  at  all, 
but  on  the  contrary,  the  patient  can  become  a great  source  of 
infection,  weeks,  probably  months  after  his  apparant  convalescence, 
all  being  required  is  a so-called  simple  cold,  and  he  becomes  a 
potential  source  of  infection.  All  the  children  I examined  on  their 
arrival  home  from  hospital  were  quite  free  from  discharges,  either 
aural  or  nasal,  yet  in  a great  percentage  of  cases  they  developed 
colds,  some  even  sore  throats,  a relapse  perhaps  1 shortly  after.  The 
causative  factor  of  these  colds.  I believe,  to  he  adenoids,  from  which 
I should  say  40  per  cent,  of  the  children  I saw  suffered  in  a greater 
or  lesser  degree,  and  it  is  quite  conceivable  these  growths  either 
directly  by  harbouring  the  streptococus  scarlatinae  in  their  crypts 
and  folds,  which  become  washed  away  with  the  nasal  or  aural 
discharge,  or  indirectly  by  inducing  a nasal  or  aural  catarrh  the 
germs  are  set  free  from  the  nasal  sinuses,  keep  up  the  spread  of 
infection.  Be  that  as  it  may,  I seriously  think  that  all  children 
suffering  from  adenoids  before  being  discharged  from  hospital  should 
have  them  removed,  and  failing,  what  might  be  called  by  some  a 
rather  heroic  measure,  it  then  becomes  necessary  to  inflict  a more 
severe  quarantine  after  their  discharge,  and  a more  drastic  treatment 
of  the  respiratory  passages  during  their  stay  in  hospital. 

In  making  these  observations  I wish  it  understood  that  in 
no  possible  way  do  I infer  that  the  patients  did  not  receive  proper 
and  careful  attention  whilst  in  hospital,  on  the  contrary  I am 
convinced  that  the  greatest  precaution  was  taken  to  prevent  any 
children  leaving  who  had  aural  or  nasal  discharges,  these  being 
developed,  as  was  apparent  from  my  visits,  in  some  cases  weeks  after 
their  return  home  to  less  salubrious  surroundings. 

Noiijication. 

Any  case  of  notifiable  disease  is  removed  at  the  request  of 
the  Medical  Attendant  or  parent,  or  (if  considered  advisable  by  the 
M.O.H.)  to  the  Isolation  Hospital,  one  mile  and  a half  from  the 
town.  As  soon  as  possible  after  receipt  of  i:iotification  the  case  is 
visited  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  who  elicits  all  important  informa- 
tion concerning  the  case  and  with  which  he  fills  in  the  printed 
questions  on  a card  provided  for  the  purpose  and  retui'ns  it  to  the 
M.O.H.,  who,  if  some  particular  reason  requires  it,  visits  the  patient. 
By  this  means  an  exact  record  of  every  notified  case  is  kept,  and 
the  M.O.H.,  made  aware  of  any  threatening  epidemic  in  any 
particular  quarter  of  the  town,  can  take  the  necessary  steps  to 
check  it  if  in  any  way  possible.  It  may  he  remembered  that  owing 
to  these  precautionary  measures  a threatened  epidemic  of  Diptheria 
was  18  months  ago  nipped  in  the  bud.  These  measures  are  also  most 
important  in  the  case  of  out-workers,  who  number  nearly  200 
in  the  town. 
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Shortly  after  your  Committee  had  decided  upon  introducing 
compulsory  notification  of  Poliomyelitis  together  with  Cerehro 
Spinal  Menigitis,  the  Local  Government  Board  issued  an  Order 
including  both  amongst  notifiable  diseases.  I had  stated  that  the 
occurrence  of  this  very  serious  disease  in  Hants  in  an  epidemic  form 
was  of  quite  recent  date,  and  that  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  no 
case  had  occuiTed  in  Basingstoke  since  1901,  hut  that  it  was  quite 
possible  for  the  disease  either  to  occur  sporadically  or  to  he  brought 
into  the  town  by  a visitor  from  an  infected  district. 

Well,  in  July  it  so  actually  happened.  A sporadic  case  of 
Cerehro  Spinal  fever  occurred  in  my  own  practise  not  fifty  yards 
distant  from  my  house,  the  diganosis  being  verified  by  the  County 
Bacteriological  Laboratory  in  Winchester,  where  spinal  fluid  and 
other  matter  was  sent.  The  case,  a boy  of  four  years,  which  was 
seen  early  in  the  disease,  was  isolated,  and  the  family  (including 
other  children)  quarantined  and  kept  under  observation.  Local 
practitioners  were  informed  of  the  case,  and  requested  to  be  on  the 
look  out  for  any  further  suspicious  cases,  none  of  which  fortunately 
occurred.  The  origin  of  the  infection  is  wrapt  in  obscurity.  Neither 
parents  nor  children  had  left  the  town  for  many  months,  nor  had 
they  received  visitors  nor  clothing,  etc.,  from  outside. 

There  was  but  one  case  of  Diphtheria  notified  during  the 
year.  This  occurred  in  an  elderly  woman,  a visitor,  who  evidently 
had  contracted  the  disease  outside.  Both  this  case  and  a case  of 
Scarlet  Fever  in  January  were  imported  cases. 

Four  cases  of  Erysipelas  occurred. 

Isolation  Hospital. 

By  the  courtesy  of  the  Medical  Superintendent  I am  able 
to  give  the  following  information  concerning  the  Isolation  Hospital. 

Isolation  Hospital.— Medical  Superintendent’s  Eeport. 

There  are  three  isolated  blocks,  each  consisting  of  two 
wards,  with  lavatories  and  a kitchen.  The  largest  block  can  give 
beds  for  26  cases — usually  given  to  Scarlet  Fever  cases.  The  two 
smaller  blocks  can  accommodate  8 cases  in  each  block. 

The  administration  block  has  amide  accommodation  for 
the  Nursing  Staff  in  normal  times. 

There  is  a large  area  of  grass  land  within  the  boundaries 
of  the  Hospital  which  can  be  used  for  additional  huts  if  required. 

The  site  would  lend  itself  to  the  treatment  of  Phthisical 
patients  if  suitable  shelters  were  erected  and  a fringe  of  Hees 
planted  for  shelter  from  north  and  east.  A hut  is  provided  for 
smallpox  cases  in  a field  opposite. 
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Disinfection. 

Disinfection  is  carried  out  on  the  same  lines  as  previous 
years,  and  is  apparently  efficient.  Walls,  ceilings,  etc.,  of  infected 
premises  are  sprayed  wdth  cyllin,  fumigation  by  formalin  sulphur 
candles,  and  disinfection  of  bedding  by  steam  disinfector. 


Bacteriological  Work. 

The  provision  this  year  of  a County  Bacteriological 
Laboratory  at  Winchester,  which  carries  out  the  examination  of 
sputum  for  tubercle  bacilli  and  other  morbid  material  and  discharges, 
must  already  have  proved  itself  of  great  value  and  convenience  to 
medical  men  in  Hampshire. 


Tuberculosis — Methods  of  Control. 

The  compulsory  notification  of  pulmonary  Phthisis  has 
now  been  in  force  since  January  1st,  and  8 notifications  have  been 
received.  Your  Health  Committee  had  anticipated  this  act  by 
introducing  voluntary  notification  over  two  years  ago,  but  as  stated 
in  previous  reports  only  some  of  the  cases  were  notified,  and 
voluntary  notification  did  not  work  altogether  satisfactorily. 
Compulsory  notification  of  all  Tuberculous  lesions — not  only  of 
Phthisis — comes  into  force  in  February,  1913. 

Action  taken  on  notification  is  on  the  lines  of  other 
notifiable  diseases,  and  all  deaths  from  Phthisis  are  at  once  notified 
by  the  Eegistrar  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  who  gives 
instructions  for  thorough  disinfection  of  premises,  bedding,  etc. 

No  sanatorium  accommodation  is  provided  for  the 
treatment  of  Consumption,  although  it  would  be  quite  feasible  to 
utilize  a site  in  the  Isolation  Hospital  grounds  for  their  reception. 
Provision  would  have  to  be  made  for,  at  the  very  most,  five  patients 
annually — three  would  be  the  probable  number.  Taking  on  the 
average  ten  notifications  per  year,  four  or  five  would  be  provided 
with  sanatorium  treatment  under  the  National  Insurance  Act  by  the 
County  Commissioners  ; probably  two  would  be  in  a position  to 
provide  for  their  own  accommodation,  which  would  leave  three  or 
four  to  be  looked  after  by  the  Borough.  With  the  addition  of  an 
extra  Nurse  to  the  permanent  Nursing  Staff  and  the  erection  of  a 
few  shelters  at  a trifling  cost,  four  patients  could  be  easily 
accommodated  without  much  additional  expense.  The  sum  required 
for  this  purpose  could  be  procured  by  requiring  those  cases  of 
infectious  fevers,  where  isolation  is  easily  effected,  to  be  nursed  at 
home. 
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Factories  and  Workshops. 

These  have  been  regularly  inspected.  A tabulated  form 
accompanies  this  report. 

Vital  Statistics  during  1912. 

These  Statistics  are  calculated  per  1000  of  the  estimated 
population  taken  roughly  as  11,500. 

There  were  102  deaths  registered  in  the  Borough,  giving  a 
death  rate  of  8.8,  which  is  the  lowest  death  rate  on  record  for  this 
town. 

The  number  of  births  registered  was  225,  115  males  and 
110  females.  Thus  with  a rapidly  increasing  population  there  is 
each  year  a decrease  in  the  number  of  births. 

The  number  of  infants  dying  under  one  year  is  18,  a great 
decrease  on  the  preceeding  years. 

There  were  six  deaths  from  consumption,  one  more  than 
last  year,  but  comparing  favourably  with  1909,  when  there  were  15 
deaths. 


I am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

H.  A.  AHRENS, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


TABLE  I.  Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1912  and  previous  Years. 
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Total  population  at  all  ages,  11,540.  Number  of  inhabited  houses,  2252.  Average  number  of  persons  per  bouse. 


TABLE  II.  Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  Year  1912. 


Tahle  III.  Causes  of,  and  Ages  at  Death  during  the  Year  1913. 


Cai'sks  of  Death. 


All  causes 


Certified  (cl 
Uncertified 


1 Enteric  Fever 

2 Small  Pox 

3 Measles 

4 Scarlet  Fever 

5 Whooping  Cough 

6 Diphtheria  and  Croup 

7 Influenza 

8 Erysipelas 

9 Phthisis 

(Pulmonary  Tuberculosis) 
Tuberculous  Meningitis 
Other  Tuberculous  diseases 
Cancer,  malignant  disease 
Rheumatic  Fever 
Meningitis 

Organic  Heart  Disease 
Bronchitis 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory 
organs 

Diarrhtea  and  Enteritis 
Appendicitis  and  Typhlitis 
Cirrhosis  of  Liver 
21a  Alcoholism 

22  Nephritis  and  Brights  Disease 

23  Puerperal  Fever  ... 

24  Other  accidents  and  diseases 

of  Pregnancy  and  Parturition 
26  Congenital  Debility  and  Mal- 
formation, including  Prema- 
ture Birth 

Violent  Deaths,  excluding 
Suicide 
Suicide 

Other  Defined  Diseases 
Diseases  ill-defined  or  un- 
known 
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FORM  IV. 


Infant  Mortality. 


1912.  Nett  Deaths  from  stated  causes  at  various  ages  under 

1 Year  of  Age. 


Cause  of  Death. 
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All  causes 


Certified. 

Uncertified. 


Small-pox 
Chicken-pox 
Measles  ... 

Scarlet  fever 
Whooping-Cough  ... 
Diphtheria  and  Croup 
Erysipelas 

Tuberculous  Meningitis 

Abdominal  Tuberculosis 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases  . 

Meningitis  Owt  Tubcratlous)  . 

Convulsions 

Laryngitis 

Bronchitis 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

Diarrhoea 

Enteritis 

Gastritis 

Syphilis 

Rickets 

Suffocation,  overlying 
Injury  at  birth 
Atelectasis 

Congenital  Malformations 
Premature  birth 
Atrophy,  Debility  & Marasmus 
Other  Causes 
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INSPECTOR  OF  NUISANCES’  REPORT. 


Town  Hall,  Basingstoke, 

January,  1913. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  Health  Committee. 

Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  lay  before  you  the  Annual  Report  of  the  work  done 
in  this  department  for  the  year  ending  December,  1912. 

There  are  14  Slaughter  Houses  on  the  Register,  8 Licensed 
and  6 Registered  Slaughter  Houses.  These  have  been  regularly 
inspected,  the  floors  are  thoroughly  cleansed  after  slaughtering,  and 
all  offal  promptly  removed  from  the  premises,  the  Quarterly  Lime- 
washing and  Cleansing  of  the  Walls  have  been  complied  with  and  the 
Bye  -Laws  regulating  Slaughter  Houses  have  been  generally  well 
observed. 

There  are  19  Milk  Vendors,  Dairymen  and  Cow  Keepers  on 
the  Register.  Their  premises  were  periodically  inspected,  and  were 
found  to  be  well  and  cleanly  kept. 

There  are  20  Bakehouses  on  the  Register.  These  have  been 
periodically  visited,  and  were  generally  found  to  be  kept  in  a cleanly 
state. 

The  Common  Lodging  House,  with  lodging  accommodation 
for  50  persons,  has  been  regularly  visited,  the  Bye-Laws  regulating 
common  Lodging  Houses  have  been  well  observed  by  the  Keeper. 
The  premises  are  Limewashed  yearly,  and  the  place  is  kept  in  a cleanly 
state,  and  generally  well  conducted. 

There  are  26  Factories  and  106  Workshops  on  the  Register. 
Three  Clothing  Establishments  have  sent  six  lists  of  outworkers  with  a 
total  of  144  persons.  These  has  been  visited  periodically,  and  their 
premises,  with  one  or  two  exceptions  were  found  to  be  kept  in  a 
wholesome  condition. 

92  Houses  have  been  inspected  under  tbe  Housing  Act,  1909. 
One  bouse  bas  been  closed  by  the  owners  without  the  making  of  a 
formal  closing  order  by  this  Authority,  and  55  houses  have  been  dealt 
with  under  notice  when  defects  were  remedied  as  shown  in  the 
following  Summary  : — 


SUMMARY  OF  WORK  DONE. 


Inspections  and  Re-visits 

. . • 

1879 

Complaints 

• • • 

37 

Notices 

• • • 

138 

Nuisances  abated 

... 

92 

Rooms  coloured  ... 

... 

24 

Ceilings  whitened 

• • • 

140 

Rooms  papered  ... 

• • • 

97 

New  guttering  to  roofs 

• • • 

8 

Roofs  stripped  and  re-covered 

... 

12 

Roofs  repaired  ... 

... 

14 

Dry  areas 

1 

Walls  cemented... 

6 

New  windows,  or  repaired 

2 

Floors  repaired  ... 

... 

13 

Doors  repaired  ... 

6 

Staircases  repaired 

5 

Yards  paved 

... 

11 

W.C.’s  re-built  or  repaired  ... 

12 

W.C.’s  ventilated 

4 

Fresh  air  inlets  ... 

4 

Flushing  apparatus  repaired  ... 

9 

Inspection  covers  to  drains  ... 

6 

Smoke  test  applied  to  drains  ... 

7 

Chemical  do. 

3 

Water  do. 

3 

New  or  partly  new  drains 

12 

W.c.  Pans 

8 

Drains  cleared  of  obstruction 

13 

Offensive  deposits  removed  ... 

5 

New  inspection  chambers 

6 

New  traps 

18 

Lots  of  bedding  disinfected  ... 

72 

Houses  disinfected  after  infectious 

disease 

72 

Schools  disinfected 

2 

I am  again  pleased  to  report  my  duties  have  been  carried  out 
in  an  amicable  and  friendly  manner  as  far  as  possible  with  everyone. 
It  has  not  been  necessary  to  resort  to  litigation  or  serve  statutory 
notices,  informal  and  verbal  notices  invariably  having  the  desired  effect. 
In  this  method  of  procedure  the  desired  ends  are  obtained  without 
undue  friction. 


1 am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


HENRY  J.  DAVIES, 


Inspector  of  Nuisances. 


A.  Knight,  Printer,  Basingstoke. 


1912. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

FOR  THE 

BASINGSTOKE  BUBAL  DISTBICT. 


WiNTON  House, 

February  24fch,  1913. 

L.\dies  .\n'd  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  my  Annual  Report 
for  tlie  year  1912.  I am  sorry  that  I was  not  able  to  com- 
plete this  before,  but  the  delay  has  been  due  to  my  nob 
efirlier  lieing  able  to  get  a list  of  the  transferred  deaths  from 
the  Registrar  General’s  Office. 

Much  of  this  report  will  be  a repetition  of  my  last,  as 
main-  facts  connected  with  the  District,  such  as  the  physical 
features,  water  supply,  disposal  of  sewage,  etc.,  remain  in 
the  same  condition  as  in  1912. 


The  liOeal  Government  Board  desire  that  all  these  facts 
shall  be  included  in  each  Annual  Report. 

The  Rural  District  of  Basingstoke  covers  an  area 
extending  for  16|  miles  north  and  south  and  91  miles  east 
and  west,  having  its  centre  in  the  town  of  Basingstoke. 

The  Northern  part  of  this  area  is  wooded,  and  consists 
of  a heavy  soil  overlying  the  London  clay. 
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The  Southern  part  being  little  wooded,  and  chiefly 
composed  of  open  downs  and  uplands,  the  soil  being  shallow 
and  overlying  chalk. 

There  is  a Tiarrow  belt  of  Eeading  Beds,  extending  from 
Eamsdale  to  Up  Nateley,  which  divides  the  chalk  in  the 
South  from  the  London  clay  in  the  North. 

At  Hartley  Wespall  is  a small  area  of  sand  and  gravel 
beds  overlying  the  clay,  and  this  also  occurs  between 
Pamber  and  Bramley. 

All  the  Northern  District  tends  to  be  damp  and  to 
become  more  easily  flooded  than  the  Southern,  the  surface 
water  having  to  run  off  in  the  streams  instead  of  percolating 
through  the  soil. 

The  streams  in  the  District  are  the  Loddon,  which  runs 
through  Basingstoke,  Basing,  Sherfield,  and  Stratfieldsaye, 
northwards  into  the  Thames  valley.  This  receives  the 
Lyde,  which  arises  at  Up  Nateley,  at  Sherfield,  and  another 
tributary  which  arises  at  Sherborne,  and  runs  through  the 
Vyne  and  Bramley  at  Lilley  Bridge,  north  of  Sherfield. 

There  are  a few  small  streams  coming  from  Pamber 
and  Bramley  to  join  these. 


All  the  streams  are  in  the  North  area  of  the  District. 
There  are  no  streams  in  the  Southern  part.  The  water  that 
flows  to  the  Itchen  and  Test  valleys  starts  from  the  extreme 
Southern  edge  of  the  Eural  Ifistrict. 


3 


The  elevations  vary  considerably,  being  680ft.  above 
sea  level  at  Farleigb  and  Ellisfield,  and  only  160ft.  at 
Stz'atfieldsaye. 


There  is  a small  amount  of  heath  land  at  Pamber,  but 
the  rest  of  the  District  is  agricultural  and  mostly  arable. 

Calculating  on  an  average  yearly  increase  of  45,  and 
allowing  for  errors,  I estimate  the  population  of  the  Rural 
District  at  the  end  of  June,  1912,  to  be  12,420. 

Occu-pation. 

This  is  chiefly  agricultural,  but  there  is  some  brick 
making  carried  on  in  the  District. 


The  health  of  the  Rural  District  during  the  last  vear 
has  been,  on  the  whole,  extremely  good.  The  amount  of 
illness  generally  among  the  people  having  been  very  little. 

The  chief  trouble  with  which  I had  to  contend  last  year 
was  an  epidemic  of  scarlet  fever,  which  broke  out  among 
the  childien  attending  Silchester  Scliool.  There  were  22 
cases  notified  from  this  District.  These  children  live  around 
Silchester  and  at  Pamber  Heath.  The  epidemic  began 
about  the  end  of  May  and  extended  on  through  June,  July, 
and  August,  when  it  abated.  At  the  end  of  November  and 
in  December  four  more  cases  were  notified,  but  these  were 
confined  to  two  houses. 

A few  cases  I was  able  to  isolate  and  deal  with  in  their 
own  houses  owing  to  having  sufficient  room  and  not  more 
than  one  other  child  in  the  house,  but  in  most  instances  I 
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had  to  remove  the  patients  to  the  Isolation  Hospital.  At 
one  period  this  hospital  was  getting  very  full  owing  to  there 
being  an  outbreak  in  Basingstoke  at  the  same  time. 


I was  of  the  opinion  that  this  epidemic  started  at 
Tadley  early  in  May,  and  was  brought  there  by  a travelling 
Fair.  The  first  cases  arose  in  Tadley  which  adjoins  Pamber 
Heath.  The  inhabitants  of  these  Districts  are  of  the  ginsy 
type  living  in  the  small  cottages.  It  is  extremely  difficult 
to  inculcate  the  smallest  idea  of  domestic  or  personal 
hygiene  among  these  people. 


There  is  no  doubt  that  many  of  the  children  were 
suffering  from  scarlet  fever  before  the  first  notification  was 
sent  in.  Scarlet  fever,  nowadays,  is  often  so  mild — -the 
little  patient  being  out  of  sorts  for  a few  days,  with  slight 
sore  throat,  and  a rash  that  may  or  may  not  be  noticed, 
goes  back  to  school  in  about  a week  to  spread  the  infection 
among  the  other  children.  No  doctor  is  called  in,  and  so 
the  case  is  missed. 


I closed  this  school  for  14  days  in  June,  and  on  their 
reassembling  I visited  and  examined  all  the  children, 
sending  away  three  doubtful  cases.  As  more  eases  occurred 
in  August,  I closed  the  school  again  for  a period  which, 
including  the  holidays,  made  eight  weeks.  I ordered  it  to 
be  thoroughly  disinfected  and  the  books  to  be  destroyed.  All 
the  cases  were  of  a mild  nature,  and  there  were  no  deaths. 
One  case  was  a mixed  infection  with  diphtheria,  but  there 
were  no  more  of  this  sort. 
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I reported  last  year  that  1 did  not  consider  the  ventila- 
tion of  this  school  was  satisfactory  and  advised  that  all  the 
large  windows  should  be  made  to  ojien  to  a sufficient  extent. 
I believe  that  this  was  referred  to  the  Education  Authority, 
but  nothing  has  been  done. 


This  school  is  very  stuffy,  and  is  calculated  to  make  a 
good  incubating  chamber  for  any  infecting  microbes.  I am 
informed  by  the  school  mistress  that  at  times  it  becomes 
almost  unbearable,  and  I know  the  School  Medical  Officer 
has  reported  adversely  on  it.  Having  further  reported  the 
matter  to  the  Council,  I feel  sure  that  it  will  now  soon  be 
remedied. 

I should  again  like  to  point  out  how  very  necessarv  it 
is  that  the  Education  Authority  should  not  allow  children 
to  be  away  from  school  on  grounds  of  ill  health  without  a 
Medical  Certificate.  This  particular  epidemic  got  a long 
start  before  we  had  a chance  of  coming  to  “ grips  ” with  it. 
If  we  could  have  known  of  the  first  cases,  we  could  most 
probably  have  stamped  it  out  at  the  vo’y  beginning^  instead 
of  going  on  combating  it  for  eight  months. 

There  were  nine  cases  of  scarlet  fever  reported  from 
other  parts  of  the  District,  all  mild,  and  one  very  doubtful 
— I of  these  happening  in  one  house  at  Herriard.  They 
were  promptly  sent  to  the  Isolation  Hospital,  and  the  rooms 
disinfected.  No  more  cases  arose  in  this  village.  One 
death  from  scarlet  fever  occurred  in  a child  of  2 years  old 
at  Oakley.  This  case  became  infected  in  Basingstoke. 

There  were  4 cases  of  diphtheria,  all  mild,  one  of  these 
was  a mixed  infection  with  scarlet  fever  from  Pamber 
Heath. 


One  case  of  enteric  fever  was  notified  from  Sherfield. 
On  further  investigation  it  was  proved  not  to  be  enteric. 

Death  RatC'. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  registered  in  the  District 
was  153,  making  a rate  of  12-31,  adding  13  residents  who 
died  in  other  Districts,  and  substracting  9 who  died  in  this 
District  but  belonged  to  other  Districts,  leaves  a nett  total 
of  157,  or  a rate  of  12-64  per  1000  population.  The  rate 
for  1911  waas  11  -.6,  and  the  average  for  the  previous  5 
years  was  12  - 7. 

This  year,  then,  although  showing  a slightly  greater 
death  rate  than  last,  is  still  about  the  average. 

Birth  Rate. 

The  corrected  number  of  births  is  246,  giving  a rate 
of  19-8.  In  1911  it  w^as  20-1,  and  the  average  for  the 
average  for  the  previous  5 years  21  -5. 

The  birth  rate  is  therefore  becoming  lower.  Tine  same 
thing  is  occurring  in  all  other  Districts  both  Urban  and 
Rural. 

Infantile  Mortality. 

There  were  20  deaths  in  infants  under  one  year,  giving 
a rate  of  81  -3  per  1000  births.  T.iast  year  this  rate  was  85  -1. 
The  avei-age  for  5 years  being  86-7.  This,  therefore,  is  the 
lowest  rate  recorded  for  infantile  mortality.  The  climatic 
condition  of  1912  was  chiefly  wet  with  no  great  heat,  and 
therefore  not  particularly  unfavourable  to  the  keeping  of 
food,  and  therefore  to  disease  among  infants. 
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Of  tliese  ‘20  deaths  13  were  attributable  to  premature 
birth  or  prenatal  inalformatioii  or  weakness.  Only  one 
infant  was  certified  as  dying  of  diarrhcea. 


Table  111.  shows  that  out  of  tlie  157  deaths  tabulated 
78  were  at  the  age  of  65  and  upwards.  A large  number  of 
these  are  returned  as  dying  from  senile  decay,  and  many 
were  over  80.  Tn^enty  are  accounted  for  as  under  one  year. 
This  leaves  59.  There  were  11  deaths  of  children  between 
1 year  and  15  years,  of  these  pneumonia  claimed  4, 
scarlet  fever  1,  pulmonary  tuberculosis  1,  appendicitis  1, 
violent  death  from  accident  1,  and  whooping  cough  1.  This 
shows  that  there  was  not  much  serious  disease  among  the 
children,  but  does  not  compare  with  1911,  when  there  were 
only  3 deaths  in  this  period. 


Cancer  or  other  malignant  disease  accounted  for  12 
deaths,  18  were  recorded  in  1911. 


Pulmonary  tuberculosis  accounted  for  7,  as  against  8 
in  1911.  Other  tuberculous  diseases  caused  5 deaths. 
There  were  5 deaths  from  accident,  and  1 suicide,  and  1 
infant  was  suffocated  from  overlying.  25  deaths  were 
reported  from  heart  disease,  among  these  were  many  certi- 
fied secondarily  from  other  complaints,  of  which  the  fact 
of  having  a weak  heart  determined  a fatal  event. 


Housing  and  Town  Planning  Act,  1909. 

The  inspection  of  cottages  in  the  District  is  being 
steadily  gone  on  with.  This  inspection  was  begun  in  1911, 
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and  up  t(j  the  end  of  that  year  161  cottagei?  had  been 
inspected.  During  1912,  735  have  been  inspected. 


Table  V.,  which  is  appended  to  this  report,  will  show 
what  has  been  done. 


Section  17  has  not  been  used  at  all,  no  houses  having 
been  condemned  or  closed. 


This  does  not  mean  that  I am  satisfied  with  all  the 
cottages  so  far  examined,  but  in  the  present  state  of  affairs 
in  this  District,  if  one  were  to  start  closing  all  the  cottages 
that  did  not  quite  meet  with  with  my  ideas  of  what 
things  ought  to  be,  there  would  be  a large  number  of  the 
rural  population  houseless  and  obliged  to  go  into  the  work- 
house. 


The  defects  reported  were  of  a minor  nature,  mostly 
matters  of  cleansing,  limewashing,  and  of  making  small 
repairs,  all  at  which  were  carried  out  at  once,  without 
having  to  take  any  further  action.  The  cottages  that  have 
been  built  in  more  I’ecent  years  are  quite  good  and  satis- 
factory, but  there  are  many  that  have  existed  for  long 
periods.  To  stai't  tinkering  or  altering  these  would  not  be 
of  the  smallest  use. 


There  have  been  built  13  new  houses,  2 large  and  11 
small,  i.e.,  coming  under  Section  14  of  the  Act. 


Are  we  short  of  houses  in  this  Dural  District? 


The  Council  sent  out  a paper  containing  3 questions  to 
all  the  Parish  Councils.  I will  put  the  answers  in  tabular 
form  : — 


1 1 I II  III!'  Ojlillioll 

of  1/ip  Council  is 
ihcce  <1  (leficicnci/ 
of  lioiisiiici  (icroiii- 
iiindatioii  for  the 
Workiiuf  Classes 
in  the  Parish  f 

If  jjes,  iL'Iial  is 

1 llic  exieni  of  the 

(leficieneij  ? 

/ / ijes,  an-  the 
loeal  litiidoiL'iiers 
iikehj  to  sn})jilii 
the  dejicieneij  hij 
bnildiini  cottages 
in  the  near 
future '? 

Newnham- 

Very  little 

A f e w m 0 r e 

No 

Oakley 

No 

1 w 0 a 1 d be  an 
advantage 

1 Later,  if  cot- 

No 

West  Sherborne  - 

Yes 

tages  were  sup- 
plied for  police, 
roadmen,  and 

1 r a i 1 w a y m e n, 

! there  would  be 
amnle 

1 Six 

No 

Steveiiton 

: No 

1 

Popham  & Wood- 

' 

mancote 

Sufficient 

j 

Winslade  - 

No 



Herriard  - 

No 



Weston  Corbett 

and  Patrick 

No 

Wortinc:  - 

No 



Natelv  Scares 

No 



Pamber 

Yes,  sliglit 

Three  — Pour 

No 

ISIapledurwell 

Yes 

No 

Preston  Candover 

Yes 

None  built  for 

No 

Ellisfield  - 

Yes 

15  years 

For  roadmen 

No 

Upton  Grey 

No 

and  policemen  , 

North  Waltham  - 

No 

j 

Xntlev 

No 



Hartlev  Wespall  - 

No 



Sherborne  St.John 

No 



Sherficld  - 

No 



Bramlev  - 

No 



Cliddesden 

No 



Mortimer  West  - 

No 



Farleigh  Wallop  - 

No 



Basing 

No 

j 

Dummer  - 

No  1 

There  ai-o  six 



Stratfleld  Saye  - 

No  ! 

empty  cottages 

Andover  and  Up 

1 

Nately 

No  1 

1 

- 

io 


The  answers  of  the  Parish  Councils  as  shown  in  this 
table  indicates  that  there  is  a sufficiency  of  houses  for  the 
agricultural  workers  in  the  Kural  District  generally.  While 
at  Newnhain,  West  Sherborne,  Pamber,  Mapledui’vi^ell, 
Preston  Candover,  and  Ellisheld  there  is  a deficiency. 
These  latter  Councils  state  if  cottages  were  built  for  road- 
men, jJolicemen,  and  railwaymen,  that  is  to  say,  men  whose 
work  is  not  agricultural,  then  there  would  be  sufficient 
accommodation  for  the  actual  workers  on  the  farms  in  their 
parishes. 

There  is  another  factor  at  work  on  this  question.  A 
good  many  men  who  are  employed  in  the  town  of  Basing- 
stoke, live  out  in  the  country  ai’d  cycle  baclxwards  and  for- 
wards, to  and  from  their  work.  By  doing  this  they  live  at 
cheapei-  rate  with  regard  to  rental,  and  I have  no  doubt 
derive  great  benefit  to  their  health.  But  the  Bural  District 
is  not  intended  to  be  a suburb  of  Basingstoke,  and  cottages 
inhabited  by  these  people  must  be  at  the  e^xpense  of  the 
agricultural  labourer  and  liis  dependants.  The  Council 
should  watch  this  movement  with  a very  jealous  eye, 
especially  as  Basingstoke  is  becoming  a very  flourishing 
town  and  more  industries  are  coming  into  it. 

There  are  also  many  men  engaged  on  the  new  .\sylnm 
that  is  being  built  who  must  live  somewhere.  To  sum  up 
this  subject  of  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  in  our  Rural 
District,  I should  say  that  at  present  there  are  nearly 
enough  houses  in  number  for  the  legitimate  agricultural 
labourers,  exclusive  of  extraneous  workers  and  people  whose 
work  is  iji  Basingstoke.  That  while  the  lately  built 
cottages  meet  with  all  the  modern  ideas  of  what  they 
should  be,  we  have  numbers  of  old  cottages  of  the  ancient 
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country  type  which  in  early  future  years  will  have  to  be 
demolished  and  I’eplaced  by  more  modern  built  houses.  I 
am  bound  to  say  that  the  health  of  the  inhabitants  does  not 
show  any  great  deterioration  thereby. 

}]’atcr  Supply. 

The  water  supply  of  the  Kural  District  comes  mostly 
from  shallow  wells.  It  is  a good  water,  but  very  hard, 
especially  in  the  South  part  of  the  District  where  there  is 
much  chalk. 

I do  not  consider  that  many  of  these  wells  are  cemented 
or  steened  down  to  a sufficient  depth  to  keep  out  the  surface 
water,  especially  in  the  Northern  area.  There  are  a few 
rain  water  tanks  at  Oakley,  Herriard,  and  Ellisfield,  these 
are  now  constructed  in  duplicate  to  hold  3,000  gallons  each. 

\t  Newnham  and  Nateley  Scures  a few  dwellings  are 
supplied  by  the  Frimley  and  Farnborough  Water  Company. 
21  samples  of  water  was  analysed,  and  2 were  condemned 
as  unfit  for  use,  in  both  cases  new  wells  were  dug.  The 
analysis  of  water  specimens  is  now  done  at  the  County 
Laboratory. 

Milk  Supply. 

There  are  47  registered  Cowkeepers,  Dairymen,  and 
Purveyors  of  Milk,  3 new  ones  having  been  registered.  The 
cowsheds  have  all  been  systematically  visited  and  inspected. 
In  9 instances  notices  were  sent  as  to  cleansing  and  lime- 
washing and  to  repair  the  flooring. 

The  cowsheds  in  this  District  are  well  up  to,  if  not 
above,  the  average.  They  are  not  exactly  models,  but  I 
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tliink  ai’e  kept  in  as  clean  and  as  wliolesome  a state  as  is 
possible  under  the  circnmstances.  The  cows  are  mostly 
always  out  except  for  milking  and  in  bad  weathei.  A few 
farmers  have  them  in  at  night,  and  these,  I think,  ought 
to  be  much  better  groomed  than  I find  at  present. 

Milk  is  chiefly  exported  to  London,  but  some  is  sold  in 
the  town  and  suiTounding  districts. 

The  Pure  Milk  question  is  becoming  increasingly 
important.  I frequently  visit  the  cowsheds  at  milking  times 
to  see  how  things  are  being  done,  and  make  many  enquiries 
among  the  milkers  as  to  washing  of  hands,  teats,  etc.,  and 
the  keeping  of  overalls  clean.  As  the  result,  I am 
convinced  that  the  majority  of  dairy  farmers  and  their 
men  are  as  keen  on  supplying  pure  milk  as  the  'general 
public  is  to  consume  it.  They  do  their  level  best  under  the 
circumstances  to  attain  the  ideal.  When  all  is  said,  it  is 
a matter  of  price,  and  if  they  have  to  comply  with  more 
stringent  regulations  they  must  be  properly  paid  for  the 
products  of  them. 

One  case  happened  of  a London  County  Council 
Veterinary  finding  a cow  with  tuberculosis  of  the  udder. 
The  cow  was  sold,  and  the  farmer  would  not  give  any 
information  as  to  where  she  had  gone.  In  this  case  the 
farmer  was  irritated  by  a surprise  visit,  his  cows  being 
ordered  in  in  the  middle  of  the  day  without  his  being 
consulted  on  the  matter,  although  he  was  not  absent  from 
the  farm.  A specimen  of  milk  was  taken  and  cultivated  in 
liondon,  and  stated  to  be  tuberculous.  A portion  of  this 
specimen  that  was  tested  bacteriologically  In?  the  firm  whom 
the  farmer  supplies  showed  no  tubercle  hacilli.  We  had  no 
j)ower  to  make  the  faimier  say  where  the  cow  had  gone.  All 
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we  found  out  was  that  slie  luid  been  dried  off  before  selling. 
I reported  on  this  case  at  the  time  to  the  Council  and  the 
County  Medical  Officer. 

How  much  better  it  would  be  if  a properly  carried  out 
and  periodical  veterinary  inspection  was  made  by  the 
County  Council  of  all  the  registered  dairymen’s  cows.  I 
do  think  that  these  surprise  visits  are  a mistake,  and  lead 
to  mutual  distrust.  It  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  the  class 
of  men  engaged  in  this  industry  would  willingly  sell  milk 
from  tuberculous  cows,  and  many  of  them  would  welcome 
these  insjDections  in  order  to  know  that  they  were  free  or 
otherwise  from  this  scourge.  Any  amount  of  money  is  going 
to  be  spent  on  sanatoria  and  other  methods  to  combat  the 
disease,  but  surely  some  of  it  would  not  be  wasted  if  it 
were  used  for  this  preventive  measure. 

I do  not  wish  to  comment  upon  the  subject  of  com- 
pensation for  destruction  of  diseased  cows  since  this  matter 
is  incorporated  in  the  Pure  Milk  Bill  at  present  before 
Parliament,  but  I do  protest  against  leaving  to  tlie  farmer 
the  onus  of  discovery  of  tuberculosis  in  his  cows,  which  is 
often  so  difficult  a matter,  and  exposing  him  to  the  incon- 
venience of  sui’prise  veterinary  inspections. 

Food  Inspection. 

The  slaughterhouses  and  bakehouses  have  been 
periodically  inspected;  4 orders  were  made  to  limewash. 
They  were  all  otherwise  in  good  order. 

No  samples  of  food  have  been  examined. 

Drainage'  and  Sewage  Disposal. 

There  is  none  at  present.  I think  that  the  question  of 
Newnham  and  Hook  having  some  system  of  sewage  disposal 
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will  arise  to  the  near  future.  It  is  a growing  place,  and  now 
has  a water  supply  supply,  which  makes  it  extremely 
difficult  to  deal  with  the  sewage  without  some  system  better 
than  at  present. 

Pollution  of  Rivers  and  Streams. 

None  has  been  reported. 

Excrement  and  Refuse  Disposal. 

This  is  carried  out  by  the  occupiers  on  the  gardens  and 
allotments.  Pail  and  earth  are  gradually  being  instituted 
over  the  whole  of  the  district.  These,  if  properly  looked 
after,  seem  to  me  to  be  quite  the  best  method  of  sewage 
disposal  in  a rural  district,  but  1 am  bound  to  say  I 
frequently  find  that  the  occupiers  are  very  careless  as  to 
the  proper  management  of  them. 

Removal  and  Disposal  of  House  Refuse. 

This  is  carried  out  as  above 

Nuisajices. 

Those  dealt  with  are  shewn  in  the  Sanitary  Officer’s 
report.  They  were  all  put  right  on  his  representation,  and 
no  proceedings  were  required. 

Byelaws. 

There  are  none  in  force  in  this  district. 

Schools. 

There  are  25.  They  have  been  regularly  inspected  by 
the  Sauitaj y Officer  and  myself.  Two  notices  were  given 
and  complied  with  as  to  improvement  of  sanitary  conditions. 

In  an  earlier  part  of  my  report  I have  written  about  the 
bad  ventilat'on  of  Silchester  School.  Two  schools  were 
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disinfected  after  elnsing.  T have  closed  Herriard,  Cliddesden, 
I)  11  aimer,  and  Sceventon  Schools  for  short  periods  for 
whooping  cough  and  measles,  and  Silchester  for  a long 
period  for  scarlet  fever. 

Tu  bcrcvlosis. 

There  were  7 deaths  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  as 
against  8 last  year,  giving  a rate  of  -56  per  1000.  The 
average  death-rate  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  for  the 
Rural  Districts  of  Hampshire  in  1011  was  -68,  and  for  the 
ten  years  1901 — 1910  was  '77.  Therefore  the  Rural  District 
was  ivell  within  the  average.  Twelve  cases  of  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  were  notified.  As  the  notification  of  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  is  compulsory,  I presume  that  there  are  not  a 
great  number  of  cases  unknown. 

There  were  4 deaths  certified  as  being  due  to  Tuber- 
culosis in  some  other  form.  One  must  conclude  that  this 
disease  does  not  claim  so  many  victims,  and  that  we  are 
fortunate  in  comparison  witli  other  parts  of  the  country. 
The  1913  Tubercul  osis  Regulations  which  came  into  force  in 
Februaiy  provide  for  the  notification  of  all  forms  of  Tuber- 
culosis, and  simplifies  greatly  the  means  for  classifying  the 
varying  incidence  of  this  disease. 

The  National  Insurance  Act  is  now  taking  over  all  cases 
of  Tuberculosis  to  the  insured  and  their  dependents.  There 
is  a scheme  at  present  before  the  County  Council  for  sana- 
torium and  dispensary  treatment.  The  Boai-d  of  Guardians, 
at  a large  expense,  have  built  balconies  at  the  Infirmary, 
by  which  it  is  possible  to  treat  8 cases,  4 male  and  4 female, 
at  one  time  by  the  open  air  method.  Seeing  that  there 
were  only  12  cases  notified  in  this  district,  and  I am  informed 
7 or  8 were  notified  to  the  Urban  Authority,  it  would  be 
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quite  possible  if  allowed  for  this  to  be  the  Sanatorium  of  the 
Rural  and  Ui'ban  Districts.  Under  a scheme  of  this  sort 
the  Insurance  Committee  would  have  to  pay  the  Guardians 
for  the  treatment  of  non-pauper  cases,  and  the  Chief  Tuber- 
culosis Officer  would  visit  and  advise.  I am  told  that  no 
system  of  this  sort  is  contemplated,  and  would  not  be 
lawful.  This  appears  to  me  to  be  a great  pity,  because  at 
the  present  moment  it  is  quite  impossible,  and  will  be  for 
a long  time,  for  either  the  Insurance  Committee  or  the 
County  Council  to  deal  with  all  the  Tuberculosis  cases  that 
are  reported  to  them  as  requiring  Sanatorium  treatment, 
while  at  the  Infirmary  are  two  large  balconies,  at  present 
occupied  by  one  man  and  one  little  girl. 

All  cases  notified  have  been  visited  and  given  advice, 
supplied  with  spitting  cups,  disinfectants,  and  directions. 

Factories  and  Workshops. 

These  have  been  systematically  inspected.  Ten  notices 
were  sent,  4 for  want  of  cleanliness,  and  6 for  new  closets. 
All  were  complied  with. 

Local  Government  Board  Enquiries. 

None. 

Improvements  Effected. 

The  water  samples  are  all  now  tested  by  the  County 
Analyst. 

I m provements  Required. 

A whole-time  Sanitory  Inspector. 

Appended  are  the  Tables  of  Vital  Statistics,  etc.,  and 
the  work  of  the  Sanitary  Officer. 

I have  the  honour  to  be. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

FRANCIS  J.  WORTH,  M.O.H. 


TAULE  1. 

Viliil  Slatisticit  of  Whole  Dhtrict  (hiriiKj  lOl'i  oiid  i>rev(oiis  Ye(ir>i. 


Area  of  District  in  acres  (land  and  inland  water),  72,759.  Tola!  ijopidation  at  all  :if>es,  12, -120. 
Number  of  inliabited  houses,  2,921.  Average  number  of  persons  per  house,  4.25. 


Isolation  Hospital  : —In  llasingstoke  Urban.  Available  bods,  ’20.  Oisoascs  that  can  be  concurrently  treated,  3. 

Separate  Hospital  for  Small  I’ox,  12  beds. 
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TABLE  III. 


Causes  of,  and  .Ujes  at,  Death,  diu-iug  the  ijear  1912. 


Nett  De.ath.s  .at  the  .sukjoineo  ac;ks  of 

“ ReSIDE.NT.S  " WHETIIEK  OCCURRING  WITHIN 

OR  WITHOUT  THE  Dl.STKICT 

s whether 

;nts  " or 

lents”  in 

•ns  in 

irict 

Causes  of  Death 

j All  ages 

1 

Under  i 
year 

I and 
under  2 

2 and 
under  5 

5 and 
under  15 

10 

*0  N 

25  and 

under  45 

— «o 

C t- 

- .*S  ■ ir  ^ 
ct  yi  V 

All  Causes  , - 

1,  Uncertified 

157 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

1 

Whooping  Cough 

3 

2 

i 

Influenza 

2 

j 

1 

Phthisis  (Pulmonary  Tuber- 
culosis) ... 

7 

1 

4 

C) 

2 

Tulierculous  Meningitis 

1 

1 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases  ... 

;l 

1 

i 

1 

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease  ... 

12 

1 

3 

8 

Organic  Heart  Disease 

25 

1 

4 

3 

17 

3 

Bronchitis  ... 

7 

1 

1 

»") 

2 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

1(5 

V) 

2 

i 

1 

5 

5 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis 

2 

1 

1 

.Appendicitis  and  Tj-phlitis  ... 

2 

i 

1 

1 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

1 

1 

1 

Nepliritis  and  Bright’s  Disease 

8 

•) 

2 

4 1 

Puerperal  Fever  ... 

. . • 

1 

Other  accidents  and  diseases 
of  Pregnancy  and  Parturition 

Congenital  Debility  and  IMal- 
formation,  Including  Pre- 
mature Birth 

l:l 

13 

2 

Violent  Deaths  (excluding 
Suicides) 

7) 

1 

1 

3 

Suicides 

1 

i 

Otlier  Defined  Diseases 

48 

1 

1 

1 

7 

38 

17 

Diseases  ill-defined  or  unknown 

... 

... 

157 

20 

4 

3 

4 

7 

14 

27 

78 

28 

... r. f . t 


Table  iv.-fnfantile  mortality  durink  tre  year  1912. 
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causes  (^Uncertified  ... 
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Small  Pox 

Chicken  Pox  ...  

Measles 

Scarlet  Fever  .. 

■ 

1 .7. 

1 

Whooping  Cough 

Diphtheria  and  Croup 

L.' 

1 

■ 

1 Tuberculous  Meningitis 
Abdominal  Tuberculosis  ... 

' Other  Tuberculous  Di.seases 

... 

... 

! ... 

... 

i i 

JMeningitis  (not  Titbevciilons) 
Convulsions  ... 

Laryngitis  

... 

... 

i ___ 

Bronchitis  ...  

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

... 

... 

1 

"i 

2 

(Diarrhcea 

1 Enteritis  

1 

... 

... 

i 

i 

1 

Gastritis 

Syphilis  

.Ri(‘kets 

... 

... 

1 

Suffocation,  overlying 

Injury  at  birth  

1 

... 

1 

tCongcnital  Malformations  ... 

1 

I 

Premature  Birth  

7 

i 

8 

1 Atrophy,  Debility,  Mai-asmus 

Other  causes 

2 

... 

1 

... 

1 

4 

12 

1 

... 

2 

2 

1 

2 *' 

1 

20 

Nett  Bii-ths  in  the  year  : Legitimate,  230.  11  legitimate,  16. 

Nett  Deaths  in  the  year  of  Legitimate  Infants,  17.  Illegitimate  Infants,  3. 


TABLE  V. 


Suynmanj  of  Sanitanj  B^orfc  done  in  the  Inspector  of  N nisances’ 
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92 
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Unfit  for  Habitation 
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Dairies  and  Milkshops 
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9 
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Bakehouses 
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Water  Supply 

735 
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Pigsties 
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Offensive  Trades 
Smoke  Nuisances  ... 
Other  Nuisances 
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... 
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Totals 

3102 

319 

319 

Complaints  received 
Seizures  of  Unwliolesome  Food 
Samples  of  Food  taken  for  Analysis 
„ „ found  Adulterated 

„ of  Water  taken  for  Analysis 
„ Condemned  as  Unfit  for  Use 
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Precautions  against  Inkectious  Disease. 

Lots  of  Infected  Bedding  Stored  or  Destroyed 
Houses  Disinfected  after  Infectious  Disease 
Schools  ditto  ditto 

Prosecutions  for  not  Notifying  Existence  of 
Infectious  Disease 

Convictions  ditto  ditto 

Prosecutions  for  Exposureof  Infected  Persons 
or  Things 

Convictions  ditto  ditto  ... 
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Nuisance  Remaining 
Unabated 


Housing  and  Town  Planning  Act. 


mSPECTION  OF  HOUSES. 


Is  there  any  scarcity  of  houses,  and  where  ?— 6 Parishes  report  slight 
scarcity. 

ATiinberof  new  houses  built  in  1912?— in.  General  Character?— 2 lar^-e 
1 1 small.  ® ’ 

Any  Town  Planning  Scheme  contemplated  ?— No. 

Who  has  been  designated  as  the  Inspecting  Officer  under  Article  II.  of 
the  Housing  Hegulations,  1910  ?— Richard  Forrester. 

Are  records  submitted  to  L.A.  at  each  meeting  ?— To  the  Committee. 


Houses  Inspected 

Dwelling-houses  found  unfit  for  human 


Number. 
/ tl5 


habitation 

Representations  made 
Closing  Orders  made 
Defects  Reported 
Defects  Remedied 
Notices  Served 


None 

None 

None 

223 

223 

223 


TABLE 


VI. 


Inspection  of  Factoi'ies,  Workshops,  and  Workplaces 


Factories  Inspected  ...  08 

Workshops  „ ...  90 

Workplaces  „ ...  6 

Total  ...  170 

Written  notices  ...  10 

Defects  found  ...  ...  10 

„ remedied  ...  10 

Registered  Workshops. 

Factories  ...  10 

Worksliops  ...  50 

Workplaces  ...  ...  ...  3 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  10 

Underground  Bakehouses...  0 

Total  ..  85 
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REPORT  OF  INSPECTOR  OF  NUISANCES. 

Basingstoke, 

15th  January,  1Q13. 

Gentlemen, 

Basing. — One  new  cottage  has  been  built  there,  sample  of 
water  analysed,  one  tested  by  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  Eleven 
cottages  have  been  repaired,  sixteen  limewashed,  three  over- 
crowding cases  removed,  two  new  earth  closets,  five  cleaned. 

Bramley. — Four  cottages  repaired,  six  limewashed,  one  well 
curb  repaired,  two  closets  cleaned. 

Bradley. — Two  cottages  repaired,  three  limewashed,  one 
closet  cleaned. 

Deane. — Two  cottages  repaired,  two  limewashed,  three 
closets  cleaned. 

Dummer. — One  new  cottage  built,  six  repaired,  eight  lime- 
washed, one  new  earth  closet,  one  repaired,  one  cleaned 

Ellisfield. — Two  cottages  repaired,  four  limewashed,  one 
sample  of  water  analysed,  three  samples  tested  by  Medical  Officer 
of  Health,  two  closets  repaired  and  cleaned. 

Farleigh. — Two  cottages  repaired,  two  limewashed,  two 
..losets  cleaned. 

Herriard. — One  cottage  limewashed  three  times,  one  closet 
cleaned. 

Hartley  Wespall. — Two  cottages  repaired,  one  limewashed. 

Mapledurwell. — One  new  house  has  been  built,  one  sample 
of  water  tested  by  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  six  cottages 
repaired,  seven  limewashed,  two  over-crowding  cases  removed, 
two  new  closets,  two  cleaned. 

Mortimer  West  End. — Three  cottages  have  been  lime- 
washed 
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Nately  ScurES. — One  new  house  has  been  built,  two 
repaired,  two  limewashed,  one  over-crowding  case  removed,  one 
well  curb  repaired,  two  closets  repaired  and  cleaned. 

Newnham. — One  new  bungalow  has  been  built,  five  cottages 
repaired,  seven  limewashed,  one  over-crowding  case  removed, 
two  new  closets,  two  cleaned. 

North  Waltham. — One  bungalow  has  been  built,  two 
cottages  repaired,  three  limewashed,  two  closets  cleaned. 

Nutlev. — One  new  house  has  been  built,  one  sample  of 
water  tested  by  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  one  cottage  repaired, 
one  limewashed,  one  closet  cleaned. 

Oakley. — Three  cottages  repaired,  three  limewashed. 

Preston  Candover. — One  cottage  repaired,  one  limewashed. 

POPHAM  AND  Woodmancote. — Three  new  cottages  have  been 
built,  one  sample  of  water  tested  by  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
two  cottages  repaired  and  limewashed,  and  closets  cleaned. 

Pamber.— One  cottage  repaired,  six  limewashed,  one  sample 
of  water  analysed. 

Sherborne  St.  John. — One  cottage  repaired,  four  lim.e- 
washed,  one  over-crowding  case  removed,  two  closets  cleaned. 


SiLCHESTER.— One  new  well  has  been  dug,  one  sample  of 
water  tested  by  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  three  cottages 
repaired,  six  limewashed,  two  closets  cleaned. 

Steventon. — One  cottage  repaired,  limewashed,  and  closet 
cleaned. 

Stratfield  Sa\e. — Two  cottages  repaired,  one  limewashed, 
closet  cleaned. 

.Stratfield  Turgis. — Six  cottages  repaired,  eight  lime- 
washed, one  well  curb  repaired,  two  new  closets,  one  repaired, 
five  cleaned. 
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Sherfield.— Seven  cottages  repaired,  seven  limewashed,  two 
over-crowding  cases  removed,  three  samples  of  water  tested  by 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  two  well  curbs  repaired,  tw'o  closets 
repaired,  two  closed. 

Tunworth. — Three  cottages  repaired,  three  limewashed, 
one  overcrowded  case  removed. 

Upton  Grev. — One  new  house  has  been  built,  one  sample 
of  water  analysed,  one  house  limewashed. 

WiNSLADE. — One  cottage  limewmshed,  one  sample  of  w'ater 
taken  for  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  test. 

West  Sherborne. — Two  new  houses  have  been  built,  one 
sample  of  w'ater  analysed,  one  tested  by  Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  six  cottages  repaired,  seven  limewashed,  two  closets 
repaired,  three  cleaned. 

WORTING. — Five  cottages  have  been  repaired,  seven  lime- 
washed, two  well  curbs  repaired,  two  closets  repaired,  four 
cleaned. 

WOOTTON  St.  Lawrence.— Four  cottages  have  been 
repaired,  six  limewmshed,  one  sample  of  water  tested  by  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  one  new  closet,  three  cleaned. 

735  Cottages  have  been  inspected;  in  223  cottages  defects 
requiring  repairing  and  limewashing  were  carried  out.  Eleven 
new  houses  and  two  bungalows  have  been  built,  and  four  more 
new  houses  are  nearly  completed. 

Dairy  Sheds. — There  are  47  dairies;  three  have  been 
registered  this  year.  In  nine  cases  No.  i Notice  was  sent  to 
limewash,  and  they  were  all  complied  with;  192  inspections  have 
been  made.  The  sheds  are  well  kept  and  meet  the  Regulations. 

Bakehouses. — There  are  16  bakehouses;  66  inspections  have 
been  made;  No.  1 Notice  was  sent  in  four  cases  to  limewash, 
and  complied  with. 
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Schools. — There  are  25  schools;  08  inspections  have  been 
made;  in  two  cases  notices  have  been  sent  to  remove  nuisances. 
Two  schools  were  disinfected. 

Inspection  of  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces  : 


Factories  inspected 

Workshops 

Workplaces 


68 

g6 

6 


No.  I Notice  was  sent  in  ten  cases,  4 to  limewash,  and  6 
to  erect  new  closets.  The  limewashing-  was  done,  and  the  six 
new  sanitary  offices  were  erected. 

Tubercltlosis. — To  each  case  notified  disinfectants  and 
sputum  cups  have  been  supplied. 

National  Health  Insurance  Commission.— Notices  have 
been  posted  in  each  parish  at  the  Churches,  Chapels,  and  Public 
Boards,  60  in  number. 


I am  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

RICH.^RD  FORRESTER. 


